                                    MIDAS™ Administrator Guidelines
Principles of Use


The following brief guidelines and principles are intended to provide the user with a high quality experience and maximize the benefits from a MIDAS™ Profile. Individuals and parents should closely follow the instructions provided for completion and interpretation. Professionals need to read either the MIDAS™ Professional Manual or Teacher’s Handbook to ensure professional quality and ethical use of the MIDAS™ Profile. 


Assessments leave powerful impressions and The MIDAS™ needs to be used with care, thoughtfulness and understanding. Administrators assume full responsibility for its ethical and appropriate use as described in the Professional Manual. 

Intended Populations

The MIDAS™, Teen-MIDAS™ and MIDAS-KIDS™ are intended for use with a large range of individuals, from about 4 years of age through adulthood. Respondents should be able to read at the fifth grade level if the questionnaire is self-completed. Parents may complete the assessment for young, non-reading children. Persons from outside the North American culture need to closely follow instructions for Profile verification since the instrument has been primarily validated on a North American population. 

User Qualifications
> Personal Use: 
Individuals and parents may purchase MIDAS™ Profiles for personal use without additional education or training. Individual profiles, Teacher’s Package and the Preview Packages provide easy-to-follow self-completion instructions to ensure success and satisfaction.

> Professional Use: 
In general, MIDAS™ Administrators should have an understanding of basic assessment principles and of the limitations of psychometric interpretation. Although The MIDAS™ can be administered and scored by teachers, nurses, and other trained paraprofessionals, the process of interpretation should be conducted in conjunction with a professional with advanced training in use of the MIDAS™ or psychological / educational assessments. Typically, such a professional would have a minimum of a master’s degree in psychology, education or a related field to help insure that the user has the professional background to administer and interpret the profile appropriately. Teachers may qualify to use The MIDAS™ by completing a training program approved by the author. Potential users should, prior to administering the scale, become familiar with the theoretical rationale, standardization, psychometric properties, and specific limitations of this instrument as described in the Manual. In addition, users should be prepared to make judgments about the validity of the results by supplementing The MIDAS™ scores with all other available information.

To help insure the appropriate use of the MIDAS™, potential users should also become familiar with and conform to the standards prescribed by the American Psychological Association (1985) or the National Educational Association for the use of tests.  Proper use of this assessment also assumes the user will confer with outside consultants and referral sources when appropriate. 



CLASSROOM / SCHOOL MIDAS ADMINISTRATOR CERTIFICATION
 

Teachers, counselors and psychologists may receive MIDAS™ Certification at the Basic Level by reading the Professional Manual or Teacher's Handbook and returning the completed User Certification Form and Licensing Agreement to the MI Research and Consulting Inc. It is required for continued MIDAS™ use that administrators participate in a training program available from the author through Kent State University (either onsite or online). For more information visit www.personal.kent.edu/~sbranton, or contact KSU College of Continuing Studies or 330-672-3100.  Additional training opportunities are available from the author at your school or online. For details, please email the author at sbranton@kent.edu
            

There are several levels of Certification available. 

            - Basic
            - Foundational

            - Practitioner A & B. 

            - Mentor   

                      *               *               *            *               * 
            The Basic level certification is obtained via self-study by reading the Professional Manual and completing the Certification Questionnaire and Form to MI Research and Consulting. 

            The Foundations level certification is typically obtained by participating in a MIDAS Training Program or online workshop. 

            The Practitioner level certification is obtained by participating in an additional several days of training and practice with MIDAS interpretation. See KSU College of Continuing Studies for upcoming web-based training courses or contact the author for on-site group training. 

            The Mentor level is currently available upon special arrangement with the author after purchase of the School Kit.

