Presentation and Workshop Evaluations

"I just wanted to take the time to thank you for a wonderful experience!

I enjoyed both courses tremendously and can assure you that I will continue to use the MI knowledge I have gained through your classes in my everyday life.

Both courses have introduced me to new ways of thinking and approaching matters. I use these techniques and skills to benefit myself and to help my classroom reach their fullest potential. I will continue to recommend this course to fellow co-workers and friends. I think that people of all types and professions could benefit from a course like this. 

Thanks again for a wonderful experience!"

*  *  *  

This  excellent workshop on multiple intelligences and The MIDAS provided a powerful new framework for many of the approaches that I have used over the years.  This theory pulls together a variety of separate strands and binds them into a powerful bundle.  I heartily recommend that teachers examine the multiple intelligences and use the MIDAS to validate existing practices and inspire new and dynamic growth. 

Daniel McKeen, Elementary Teacher, 25 years.

*  *  *  

I want to let you know how great the M.I. workshop was! It made me more aware of my students' abilities.  As everyone knows there are always new theories coming out, but I do think the MIDAS is the most complete, reasonable and applicable tool yet developed! Thanks for a great (and eye-opening course), and I promise to continue becoming a better & better MI teacher!

Cory Baddorf, Chemistry Teacher, Stow, Ohio. 

*  *  *  

What is most important is the high level of intensity, ownership, and excitement with which many Kent educators have embraced MI theory.  Shearer's MIDAS not only assists professionals with their implementation of M.I. in the classroom but also builds upon their enthusiasm for the practicality of M.I. in daily lesson plans. Dr. Shearer has assisted practicing teachers to learn how to use their own multiple intelligences to achieve personal and professional goals and among these are included many experienced and excellent teachers of the Kent City School District.  


I recommend that every educator further study Shearer's The MIDAS: A Guide to Assessment and Education for the Multiple Intelligences.  Each teacher should find Shearer's work theoretically sound and very practical in the classroom. 

Joseph Giancola, Ph.D., Assistant Superintendent, Kent City School District.

*  *  * 

East Cleveland Shaw Alternative High School teachers who participated in a full day MI workshop:

"Dr. Shearer has an extraordinary way of keeping an audience on task while learning fundamental information about our weaknesses as well as our good points."

"I have learned that it may be possible to use kinesthetic activities during math class. The thought never crossed my mind before."

" Dr. Shearer was an engaging, personable speaker. He was able to draw responses from the teachers easily.  He knows when to speak and when to let the teachers speak. It was a quick 8 hours."

*  *  * 

From Participants in Ireland: 

“I would like to thank you for a beautiful lecture. It made me start thinking.” 

"Thank you for your interesting workshop today in the National College of Ireland. I found it to be very informative, and if I’m being honest, it’s the first workshop I have been to that I didn’t want to fall asleep at. I came away from the workshop feeing inspired and eager to put your theory into practice not just with my clients but also on myself…..

Your workshop has encouraged me to explore my interest “to teach children”. I will be doing so!  

Excellent theorist and facilitator!!"

Kind regards, 

Ballymun Town Centre

Dublin

"I was at your lecture in Waterford Institute of Technology last night and I thoroughly enjoyed it. 

It gave a clear insight into why we learn in different ways, and how we as parents can help our children who have difficulty with reading to learn to read using other ways rather than the chalk, and blackboard method. This will require some research on our behalf and effort but the result will make it very worthwhile. 

It should have been compulsory attendance for every teacher. 

Again, thanks for the insight into what I have been trying to do with my daughter and the ideas for the new ways in which I can help her. 

Mother

Waterford, Ireland 

*  *  * 

From a teacher in the Philippines:

I'm not proud of the fact that the mortality rate in my Math class is 60%. (I used to teach Geometry and later, Advanced Algebra) As a teacher, I tried to find ways and means to remedy the situation by reading a lot on techniques and methodologies. It helped but still, may students are flunking. One day, during break time, I noticed that a group of students are in one corner in the canteen, listening to the radio. Right then and there, an idea came to my mind. I thought that maybe I can make use of music to make their Math class bearable. I implemented the idea right away. The next day when I came to my first

Math class, I had with me a CD player. After giving a lecture for about 20 minutes, I gave the class their seatwork. While they were doing the seatwork, I played a CD from my jazz collection. The students stopped what they were doing for a while then continued with their work. I noticed a dramatic change in the air. The classroom felt less stuffy. As the time progressed, some students begun tapping their desk, others swayed with the music. I also noticed they were less irritable. If they cannot solve the problem, they will just scratch their head, then continue trying to figure out the problem. After the allotted time, I gave a quiz and I noticed there were more students but still, it wasn't enough for me. This practice of mine went on for the entire school year. I would also play music while they take the periodical tests. There were even some teachers who adopted his practice because their students heard of it from my students and they requested their teacher to play music while they do their seatwork or while they take the test. At first, I just thought that I'd use their love for music to make their burden (that is my Math class) bearable. I didn't realize the result would be tremendous! They began looking forward to my class. They also began getting better grades. And when graduation day came, all my students graduated! I cannot explain how happy I was! In the two years that I had been handling graduating classes, this is the only time that all my students graduated. Before, they finish high school but they still have to take extension classes in Math and some other subject before they do. Not this year! They all passed. Thanks to their love of music. It made a difference in their lives.

I hope my experience could inspire other teachers. I didn't know of MI then. Now, I do. And my knowledge of MI (Thanks to you!) makes me feel bold enough to experiment and to try even the most absurd idea, if it means my students will achieve more.

I'll try to e-mail you again because I'm eager to share with you the result of my MI-awareness. I hope more teachers will appreciate MI and the power it yields to produce better achieving students. God bless you and more power.

Leilani M. Caparas

Philippines

*  *  * 

On October 22-23, 2001, the author conducted a two-day MI Seminar, titled Creating the MI Inspired Classroom / School, in Manila, Philippines.  The seminar was sponsored by Behavioral Dynamics Inc.  Here are comments from those (n=36) who attended that workshop.
1. Speaker  Excellent = 34, Good = 1, Satisfactory = 1
2. Activities  Excellent = 22, Good = 11, Satisfactory = 3
3. Handouts  Excellent = 17, Good = 16, Satisfactory = 1 

Their Comments
1. Very informative and timely
2. Good choice of resource speaker
3. Very organized
4. I really enjoyed this seminar
5. I want to invite the speaker to my school
6. I wish this was a three (3) days seminar instead of just two (2) days.
7. What stands out for me about this workshop is that there is more to learn even after having attended more or less five (5)  MI-related seminars 
8. I have attend past "short" seminars on MI so I know the 8.5 intelligences and something about applying each one, but I could never 'situate it in the big picture.'  Dr. Shearer's clarification about MI being a scientific way of understanding how the brain and mind work was an important piece of the jigsaw.  Now I understand better that it is not (as he said) an educational theory that we can choose or not choose to adopt in the school.  It is critical for us to understand it so we can maximize learning for our students.  The warnings further deepened my understanding. 
9. ... the in-depth information about what MI is.  It has also confirmed to me and validated that using the active learning method is more efficient that the passive method. 
10. … learning can be so much 'fun'!  If only I grew up in schools that taught MI.  Tapping on the strength of each person can eventually encourage everyone to achieve in life. 
11. … the interaction and sharing with the other participants.  I was able to master the 8 MI's through activity done with the group.  It's easier to memorize now. 
12. … that with MI, we maximize our successes by recognizing and valuing our intellectual strengths and using this to build up our weaknesses and that with MI, it's about creating win-win situations. 
13. … I have the opportunity to know my intelligence profile via MIDAS.  I discovered my strength. 
14. … what was memorable for me was 'Know Thyself' first and foremost. 
15. … today was full of learning and interesting.  I feel more informed. I can recognize my students' strengths and better motivate them. 
16. There should be a follow-up seminar to see if we are doing MI correctly.
17. Please notify me and my school if there are other follow-up MI / MIDAS seminars.
18. I want to discuss more in-depth the moving from IQ to MI.
