Reflections on Multiple Intelligences Web Workshops

"I met my personal learning objectives and more during this workshop. Over a year ago, I wrote a goal for my Individual Professional Development Plan that said, "I will attend a class or workshop to learn how to coach others to achieve and succeed." When 1 saw this workshop, I was not sure that it would help meet that goal, but my Local Professional Development Committee said that it would. In writing this goal, I was hoping to learn what to do in my position as Literacy Lead Teacher (LLT) because I did not feel that I was qualified or capable of leading much of anything. To my delight, this workshop met my needs far and above what I expected. I not only met my professional goal, but I finally have an excellent understanding of what is expected of me in my role as LLT. I have a clearer direction of where 1 want to be, and I have goals to improve my intelligences to that end. Later this week we have our first Literacy Lead Teacher's meeting 

since I took your course, and I can't wait to share with the others what I have learned from you." 

Joyce Waldren, jwaldren@neo.rr.com ; school secretary for 20 years; - special ed. teach for 2 

years, 2nd grade for 2 years,  2 years as Literacy Lead Teacher.  ExtraOrdinary Leadership participant.
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Dr. Shearer:  

This was probably the best course I've taken so far.  The information was fascinating.  I did put a lot of time in the class especially since the whole "on-line" thing was a new experience for me; but overall, the time was what I expected.  I'm a slow reader (self-proclaimed ADD) so concentrating on the articles was the most difficult.  The information in this course even came in handy today at my other class (SIRI-Summer Institute of Reading Intervention).  We were talking about the new standards the state will impose and the "No child left behind" clause.  Some of us got on the discussion of how verbal/linguistic ability is not a strength for everyone, yet it will be the first to be enforced.  It was a very interesting and heart-felt discussion.  I think some of the other teachers in the class want to write the Governor about the proficiency tests and the thought of testing 95%of the population traditionally this year.  The state has made no claim to alternative assessment.  I think a portfolio would really come in handy for those students who do not possess the strengths needed for the standardized tests.

          I think I am your newest recruit to promote the MI"s!!!!

         I honestly can say that I am not too surprised my MIDAS results.  I am by far not an "outdoors" person, and of course my weakness turned right toward the naturalist.  I was however, surprised at the degree of my results. Could this directly relate to the dread I feel when I teach science to my students?  Just seeing these results on paper made me realize how easily it could be to transfer MY weak areas to the subjects I teach.  I know now I will be much more conscious of my own true feelings/abilities when I work with the children in my class.

Julianne T. Walker
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"I just wanted to take the time to thank you for a wonderful experience!

I enjoyed both courses tremendously and can assure you that I will continue to use the MI knowledge I have gained through your classes in my everyday life.

Both courses have introduced me to new ways of thinking and approaching matters. I use these techniques and skills to benefit myself and to help my classroom reach their fullest potential. I will continue to recommend this course to fellow co-workers and friends. I think that people of all types and professions could benefit from a course like this. 

Thanks again for a wonderful experience!"
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WOW SO MUCH HAS CHANGED IN THE LAST TWO WEEKS SINCE I FIRST OPENED THE WEB SITE FOR THIS CLASS AND HAD NO IDEA WHAT MI WAS ALL ABOUT. SINCE THEN I HAVE STUDIED IT IN THE "POSITIVE DISCIPLINE IN THE CLASSROOM" AND I WAS LSO ABLE TO DISCUSS IT AT AN INTERVIEW FOR MY TEACHING POSITION.  I USED IT IN CONVERSATION AT THE GYM AND IT IS BECOMING PART OF MY LIFE.  WELL, SINCE I AM GOING TO BE TEACHING THIS FALL, I CAN NOT WAIT TO PUT WHAT I AM LEARNING IN TO PRACTICE.  IT IS EXCITING TO KNOW THAT THERE IS A REASON BEHIND THE THINGS WE LEARN EASY AND ENJOY AND THE THINGS THAT WE DO NOT WANT TO EVEN TRY.  THANKS FOR THE EYE OPENER. 
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